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INTETNATIONA], ORCANTIAATICNS DIVISICH

TEEKDLY SUMMARY NC. 13
For week ending 4 Aprii 108C : Volume II1I

The international Week

The Atlantic Pact Finence zpi Deense Committees met to
dsvelop nlens for arming the Nort.a At antic nations. lavitatlons
were extended to the West Germarn wepunlle and the Ssar to join
the Council of Europe as asscolatz menbers. Yeanwhile, Italy
sssumed srovisional sarinistrations of its former Somaliland i
seteny.  In the fumen Zipuls cuse, “he Internatlional Court gave
its sdvisery opiniton 11-3 (UUSk, Poiard, Yuposlavia) that a dis-
nnte existed betwzen tne Jo-UK ori Xusanis, lunpsry and Bujgaria
wbich were obligested by Lreaty u copoint representatives to a
copnission.

Results of horopoan soungd, s inistiels pecting. The receat

session of the councii of Eurcpe’s Leoatltee of Ministers .n
Syrasbourg was noteworthy ochiefly ror its failure to meet the
pressing prooker of growling cpiatisn cetween the Ministers and

the Asseorbly. Ewven the poslilva aohievesent of a belated formal
offer of associets merbership to Ves. Gerrany and the Saar had an
antlcelinatic flsver condng 1o the vake cf strong German reaction
to the iil~timed Frencn=taal afreeBentis. The anticipated delay in
ferman acceptance of the favitanion aand the close vote expected in
the Bundestag will further wesken “he stimulus which German partlic-
ipation in the Councll cculd huvwe viven the cause cf Western
Eurcpear integretion,

Aruinst this one positive aclion stands the Ministers nega-
tive aprrosch to the preblems st directly affecting the future
of the Council itszelf sg an instrunent for schieving Eurcpean
unity. The problem cf the dvnam:c development of the Council ras
reduced itself t¢ a strusgle for power between the cautious nationsul
atritude of the donister: ard ine boider "Eurcpean" approsch of the
Corsult:tive Asserbly. assenply lepelience with the inaction of
the Miristers pas crysteiized In @ propesal by the Asserbliy's
Gercral Affairs Copmitteo for th= ~reation of sn Executive Comrit-
1ee corposed of representatives of tle menbers and the Asserbly v
eppoveraed to Fake decislors pindins on member governments in a
1irited field., This &tiapp sn- Lhe Council actual though
lirited powers ir 20vivYE b ; eronerd restricted suthorlty to
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viristers. AS a sop to Assenvbiy sentiments, the Ministers pro-
posed to create a mixed study commiviee to determine methods of
{mproving cooperation between tuae M.nisters and the Assembly.

“As envisaged by the british inis committiee would be purely
advisory znd could not even take a vote on prcblems under discus-
sion. This plan is cleerly a minimsl concesslon to Assembdly
desires and will pot succreed 1n Leading off bitter criticism and
incressingly insistent demenas, ior & larger voice in the Counslil's
functions when the Asscwily next meets.

Lie's cempaign Lo restore UN erfectiveness. Reflecting <on-
setTn over the prevalent stagnation st the UN and the continued
Soviet boyecott, SY¥C Lie has energetically taken a nuwber of
iniciatives which he hopes will enable the UN to play & more
eflfect ive role in redusing Bast-vesy tension. He has proposed:
{1} & legal formuls desipgned tc resolve the 1lmpasse over the
seatine of the Chinese Commurists st lLakz Success; (2) recour=ze
to Article 2¢ of the Charter authorizing perilodic helding of
Jecurity Council meetings with Foreign Ministers sitting; (3)
impmeciate creation of a smsld UN erforcerent unit of two or tnree
divisions. Since the suggestuon for holding an effective high
tevel 5C meeting presupposes e return of the Soviet delegation,
1t implicitly calls fcr pricr sevtiement of the Chinese guestion,
2 matter now upperrost in oLie’s wind. In advancing fhese pro-
posals, Lie has recelved some envouragement from past and present
3A Presidente such a5 howulo, kvatt and Aranha. It is altogether
natural for high UN ofticlials o deveiop a professional devotion
to Lhe organization iranscenaling netional viewpoints. This
altitude understandsbly leads (v ar anxlely tc bring pressure on
the great powers to resoive Lnedr Ciiferences. The smsller powers
tend to share this outiocok in varying degrees. However in the
Pnce of the hard reslities oi uhe Loment, it 1s unlikely thet
these proposals will exercise much irmedliste effect.

intra-European tairitl berriers criticized. As the ORBEC
notions consider further steps toward trade liberalization, partic-
wlarly removai of sdaitional guancitative restrictions, the rues-
cion of tarlff barriers as trade obstacles is ascquiring increasing
prominence. The low tarifft countr.es, jed by Belgium &nd the
Netheriands, contend thet the seneiicial effects of eliminating
fh's are largely nuldlillea vy Lhe continued hipgh tariff harr.ers
in masny GREC countries (in a fsw Cuses these have even been raised
To wiiset the removal O Gh'sy. wpoveral Buropean countries now
pvernauling thelr tarifl strueilrgs Seel to ve motivated at “east
wariiy by protentiviiisi Cond.awsiailuas. Tnerefore the Duteh and
NS have raisec Lnis question bolh In the OEEC and &t tie
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serrent GATT Sessicn irn Gepave ana are calling for unilatersl
yeductiors by high tarift covnfrles av & prerequisite to further

removal of GR'8. At their lnstanie, ‘he OFREC will probably play
an increasingly direet ro.e in the resoval of excessive duties
hampering intra-Europesn trade.

-

ECE effort to prowete Bast-West trade @ fiasco. The total
failure of the recent ECH Legricultural Committee meeting Lo pro-
duce any constructive resunlts evidently spells the end of recurrent
ECE Secretariat hopes of prowoting East-West trade through the
medium of the Economic Commlission for Europe. The Committee was
originally established on Egsstern bBuropean initiative and the
Secretariat selzed upon vague indications of Soviet interest to
hope that it might prove an instrumant for reviving East-West
trade. However, Sovior and batellite behaviour at the recent
session demonsirate that the UboE 18 snterested in the Coumittes
only as a propsganda loru for ohe usual sttacks on the Marshall
Plan and picus plugs ior tne Europear small farper. :
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